
Wheelchair Basketball Canada 
Annual General Meeting 

Minutes 
November 6th, 2011 
Holiday Inn & Suites 

111 Cooper St. 
Ottawa, ON 

1. Call to Order & Welcome 
1.1 Roll Call 

Jody Kingsbury – Communications Manager 
Christina Swett – HP Coordinator/OCWSA 
Paul Zachau – HP Director 
Steve Bialowas – Jr Head Coach 
Ben Marston – NS (2) 
Michael Broughton – U25 Head Coach/OWSA (2) 
Carrie Linnegar – BC (2) 
Tracey Stevenson – PEI (1) 
Cathleen MacKinnon - PEI (1) 
Sharron St. Croix – VP High Performance (1) 
Ross Norton – VP Athlete Rep (1) 
Donald Royer – VP Finance & Administration (1) 

Steve Bach – President  
Christina Jones – VP Domestic (1) 
Wendy Gittens – Executive Director 
Trevor Kerr – VP Technical (1) 
Kathy Newman – VP Marketing & Communications (1) 
Karen Ferguson – NB (2) 
Terry Pratt – MB (2) 
Andrea Muir – SK (2) 
Catherine Ireland – Program Coordinator 
Rui Marques – Program Coordinator 
Courtney Pollock – Communications Assistant 

 
 Number of votes totals 20 
 

1.2 Appointment of Scrutineers 
Paul Zachau and Rui Marques were appointed as scrutineers if necessary. 

 
2. Agenda 

2.1 Additions to Agenda 
No additions were made 

2.2 Approval of the Agenda 
Karen Ferguson motioned to approve the agenda as presented. Andrea Muir seconded. Carried. 

 
3. Minutes 

3.1 Approval of Minutes 
Karen Ferguson motioned to approve the agenda as presented. Donald Royer seconded. Carried. 

3.2 Business Arising from Minutes 
No business arising from minutes 
 

4. President and Vice President Reports 
4.1 President – Steve Bach 



Steve recapped his report, citing our success in increasing the capacity of our sport, staff, and 
coaches. We are almost ready to publish the LTAD, and had success this year with piloting the new 
NCCP courses. We are very pleased to see the Provinces starting to conduct their own Strategic 
Planning to align with the Long Term Athlete Development Model as well as our National Strategic 
Plan. Highlights of the year include Canada Games, where wheelchair basketball was a sold out for 
the Gold Medal game, and was showed on the screen in Celebration Square; the U25 Women’s 
World Wheelchair Basketball Championships where Canada had a 4-0 start and the event excited and 
captivated everyone involved; and the continued relationship with NBA Canada, who have given very 
positive feedback on our involvement at both the Vancouver and Toronto NBA Jam Sessions this 
year. 
Steve also announced that we were major contributors to the life-sized statue of James Naismith that 
was recently erected in Almonte, Ontario. 

4.2 VP High Performance – Sharron St. Croix 
Sharron reiterated Steve’s comments on the U25 WWBC and gave her congratulations all around. It 
was an event we can definitely be proud of. We continue to do well with Own the Podium funding, 
and have been able to add a number of new projects through this program. The teams are headed to 
Guadalajara this week to compete at the ParaPan American Games, our qualifier for London 2012.  

4.3 VP Athlete Representative – Ross Norton 
Ross expressed that he is learning quickly how much work goes on behind the scenes as he 
transitions from athlete to Board member. He explained to the group his roll of conveying the 
athletes’ concerns to allow them to remain focused on success. 

4.4 VP Domestic – Christina Jones 
Christina started by thanking the staff, board and member organizations for their commitment to our 
vision as we move forward. Darrell Nordell has agreed to return as CWBL Commissioner this year. We 
are excited to undertake the competition review, which will be a huge challenge for various reasons 
(levels of play, size of the country, etc.). The growth we’ve seen across the country at the mini and 
junior levels is commendable.  
This year, Canada Games was a great event that re-enforced the importance and direction of both 
the LTAD and our Strategic Plan. 
Steve Bach mentioned a little later on that Darrell Nordell and Lori Radke’s CWBL/Women’s reports 
are in the package everyone received. 

4.5 VP Technical – Trevor Kerr 
4.5.1 Officials Report 

Two officials clinics were hosted this year, with both going reasonably well. We were able to 
bring officials up to speed on our vision and ideas of how the game is developing. Trevor was 
excited to hear this weekend that there are players in Newfoundland and suggested that might 
be a focus in the future. 
We recently started using a new software program called DigitalCritic, which is brand new and 
was created by a team that included an official from London, ON. Although we can not yet take 
things directly off of the site, we can upload just about any type of pre-recorded video that an 
evaluator can then watch and tag with feedback for the officials from anywhere in the country.  
We have an unlimited number of uses right now, and there is no cost to the PSOs to use it. The 



site is password controlled. If you have referees you would like to have evaluated or who would 
like to be evaluated, simply get a hold of game tape (doesn’t need to be a whole game) and 
contact Trevor. 
Karen pointed out that a similar program was used in Israel at the European Championships last 
month. Trevor explained that this FIBA program was also used at U25s, and was used live so that 
refs could receive immediate feedback with video. Karen noted that classifiers might be able to 
use the new software, and Trevor added that it would be valuable for coaches as well.  
Steve Bach noted that this is all good information for the Officials Review weekend that is coming 
up and will be led by Kathy.  
Trevor announced that our officials’ exam grades are good, with the numbers published in his 
report. All of our top officials (those at National level events) have passed the officials exam, 
often with perfect marks.  

4.5.2 Classification Report 
Anne’s report was done yesterday and is included in the package. She did great work for us and 
IWBF this year. 

4.6 VP Marketing and Communications 
Kathy shared some of the many lessons we learned throughout the course of the U25 event that will 
help as we prepare for the Senior Women’s event in 2014. 

- Partnerships are available and important for success 
- We need to understand the process for accessing sponsors – it’s hard, but we 

learned many skills that will be helpful next time 
- Our Social Media was robust and impactful 
- The work we did with the various levels of government was difficult, but again, 

we learned a lot that will be helpful as we move forward. 
- We can continue to look at how we can leverage for legacies 

o The Futures program showed that we can do something, and we can do 
more 

- We’re well positioned for 2014 – we’ve had the opportunity to talk to people, 
and we did a lot of talking before, during, and after the 2011 event. 

4.7 VP Finance and Administration 
4.7.1 Audited Statements 
Donald presented the audited statements. Our financial situation remains good, but we have to 
remember that changes from year to year, especially in a fundraising situation, can cause this to swing 
either way. We have a good investment system to help us realize our vision to become the world leader, 
but of course we have to remember that this is not an endless supply of money! 
Some of the funds are internally restricted, meaning the Board has earmarked them for specific reasons. 
The 2010 statements show that we had a modest surplus, although less than 2009. 
Ross moved to accept the audited statements as presented. Carrie seconded. Carried. 
 
Donald also presented the current budget to September 30th, 2011. The budget shows a projected deficit, 

which Steve noted was not the first time as the 2010 budget also started with a projected deficit. The current 
year’s budget started with a projected deficit of $400,000, which with diligence by the Board and staff has 



been cut by over half. Although we will continue to attempt to bring it down further, with big projects like 
U25s, LTAD, NCCP, we may finish the year with a deficit. 

 
Terry asked if the higher deficit was related to this being a Paralympic year and the associated costs being 

higher. Steve Bach answered that the case is actually the opposite. Wendy noted that in order to retain the 
Own the Podium funding that we need podium finishes, but that the OTP money can’t be used in other areas. 
Paul spoke the high performance budget being a “break even” budget. 

 
Terry asked about issues with Canada Revenue Agency that were alluded to earlier. Steve Bach explained 

that the CRA has very specific rules (including some new ones) that regulate how much of the revenue 
companies like Xentel must pay out (50:50). Since we currently receive a 35% return on our contract, we are 
now trying to figure out a new contract with Xentel. We have moved to a retention only system and are 
looking at diversifying (through mail outs, planned giving). Steve is confident that we will find a scenario that 
keeps the CRA happy and maintains our budget. 

4.7.2 Appointment of Auditors 
Donald Moved that we retain the firm of Ouseley, Hanvey, Clipsham and Deep LLP as the auditors 
for 2011-2012. Andrea seconded. Motion carried. 
 

5. Nominations to the Board of Directors 
5.1 Nominations Report 

Wendy reported that there were no nominations received for the positions up for election.  
 

6. Member Reports 
6.1 Newfoundland – No report 
6.2 PEI – Tracey reported that PEI did some strategic planning this year, and identified recruitment and 

coach/official development as priorities. PEI recently acquired a semi-pro basketball team who have 
approached the PSO regarding partnership opportunities 

6.3 Nova Scotia – Ben reported that although the Halifax team folded this year that the province has 
gained two more playing opportunities for minis and juniors, and the players from the team that 
folded were absorbed into other teams in the province. Halifax will host the Jr East regionals in April, 
and the competition will be held at the same time, in the same venue, as similar age-group Provincial 
Championships for stand up ball.  

6.4 New Brunswick – Karen reported that Canada Games was a bit rough for them this year, but that they 
are already looking forward to the next games, having appointed Dave and Sab Durepos as coaches 
and started training camps. 

6.5 Quebec – Isabelle reported on the success of Team Quebec at the Canada Games, winning Gold for 
the third time in a row. She also spoke about the Jeux de Quebec, which had 6 regional junior teams 
compete. They are hoping to expand this to 7 or 8 teams for the Games in 2013. Quebec also hosted 
Nationals this year and received great feedback from teams and administrators. There are 20 teams 
currently playing (including 3 from Ottawa) in the 3 leagues AQSFR hosts. 

6.6 Ontario – Michael reported on Ontario’s success at both Canada Games and Men’s Nationals, as well 
as the exciting growth of the women’s game in Ontario, with two teams at Women’s CWBLs this year. 



6.7 Manitoba – Terry reported that Manitoba had a bit of a rough year. After a Canada Games that saw 
the team deal with really well with some tough circumstances, the province wasn’t able to field a 
team for Nationals. However, they have started working towards some redevelopment and recently 
hosted a strategic planning session with Christina Jones. 

6.8 Saskatchewan – Andrea reported on the province’s success at Canada Games, coming away with the 
bronze medal. SK continued to run regional mini events with Alberta, and sent Stew McKeown to 
LaRonge to try to connect with some First Nations communities. Saskatchewan had 3 athletes on the 
U25 team. Either Saskatoon or Regina will host Junior West Regionals in March, and they are also 
looking forward to a Master’s tournament as well.  

6.9 Alberta – Report included in AGM package 
6.10 British Columbia – Carrie indicated that she would like to see more sharing happen at the 

AGM because it seems that we’re all trying to do similar things and perhaps this would facilitate the 
further growth across the country. She also noted that we could do more to recognize our athletes as 
well. 
Carrie briefly described the Let’s Play program as the included report is extensive 

- Let’s Play is supported by the province through the Rick Hansen Foundation 
- It started as a grant to purchase equipment, but the committee realized that they 

needed to do more than just provide chairs by creating a resource for parents 
and teachers 

- The website has been launched and is a great resource. Now they are in the 
“where next” stage! 

- Carrie passed around the teacher resource that goes with the chairs. The hope is 
that the students will take it in to their classroom and physical education 
teachers to help facilitate their learning. 

Christina Jones pointed out that few boards have specialized Adapted Physical Activity people or 
programs. Quebec has some programming established and some parts of Nova Scotia and Manitoba 
are working towards it. This is great, but we still have thousands of teachers who don’t understand 
the importance of physical literacy, especially for kids with disabilities. The Let’s Play program is an 
incredible resource for helping parents advocate on behalf of their children, so she encourages 
anyone looking for this kind of resource to talk to Carrie. 
Steve Bach responded to Carrie’s suggestion for more sharing that it is something we can certainly 
look into. We try to keep the AGM short because we recognize that everyone is busy and putting a lot 
of time and effort in, but if people are interested we can extend the AGM by a day or a half day. 
Steve also noted that we are working on something like an Alumni Association to continue to 
recognize the contributions of our athletes. 

6.11 Women’s Head Coach report is in package 
6.12 Men’s Head Coach – no report 
6.13 Steve Bialowas, Jr Head Coach gave his report yesterday, but encouraged PSOs to contact 

him if they have young athletes. 
6.14 Michael Broughton, U25 Head Coach echoed Steve’s sentiments, pointed out that while 

Steve is starting to narrow the pool in preparation for 2013, Michael is broadening his for 2015. 
6.15 Sport Canada – no report 



6.16 OCWSA – Christina Swett spoke on behalf of Ottawa-Carleton Wheelchair Sports Association. 
There are two organizations in Ontario because of the geographic difficulties that come with a big 
province. Ottawa teams compete in the Quebec CWBL league, but players are members of OWSA. 
This year OCWSA had 1 player on the Ontario Canada Games team, 3 men on the team at Nationals, 
and saw the successful return of an Ottawa women’s team (the Phoenix) at CWBL Women’s 
Nationals. This is a building year and the Board is excited to continue growing. 

Trevor motioned to accept the Board and Members reports as presented. Isabelle seconded. Motion 
carried. 
 
7.  Notices of Motion 
 None 
 
8. Elections 

Kathy moved to acclaim Christina Jones (VP Domestic), Trevor Kerr (VP Technical), and Donald Royer 
(VP Finance & Administration) to their positions. Terry seconded. No discussion ensued and the 
motion was carried. 

 
9. New Business 

Kathy was contact by Rick Oates of the Global Accessibility Map website. Kathy passed along info 
related to the site, explaining that the tool’s intention is to rate and provide information regarding 
the accessibility of various locations. The website is self populated, so it relies on people entering the 
data into the site. They are aiming to have 8.5 million entries from around the world, but currently 
stand at 6 to 7 thousand. 
 
Terry asked about interest in doing a national fundraising event, citing Easter Seals’ Drop Zone or the 
Wheels in Motion events as something we could look into. Carried supported investigating options 
like enabling people to donate Airmiles. Andrea suggested looking into campaigns through grocery 
stores, where customers are asked to “donate a dollar”. 
 
Action: Conduct a survey on ideas for Nation-wide fundraising initiatives. The Board will then address 
the responses at their mid-year meeting. 

 
Steve Bach thanked everyone for their contributions and dedication. 
Motion to adjourn was made by Donald and seconded by Trevor. 


